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Our Vision and Priorities 
For Water Resources in 495/MetroWest 

 
Adopted by the Board of Directors on December 3rd, 2025 

 
 
The 495/MetroWest Partnership’s 2022-2027 Strategic Plan identifies Natural and Built Resources as a key 
goal area in the context of economic development, and calls upon the Partnership to “advocate for and 
coordinate initiatives that build the sustainable use of natural and built resources in the context of climate 
change and other regional constraints.” Our approach to economic development holds that our region’s 
transportation, housing, water, energy, and workforce resources are key to supporting strong businesses 
and continued growth; we advocate for our regional needs on these key issues to foster a climate that is 
desirable for both businesses and residents. 
 
As noted in the Suburban Edge Community Commission report, the Partnership’s service area “spans eight 
of the Commonwealth’s twenty-seven major watersheds, and its water supply comes from a combination of 
both surface and groundwater sources. In our predominantly suburban region, water infrastructure and 
capacity is a significant constraint to growth and economic expansion. Several communities lack public sewer 
and a public water supply, meaning residents rely on individual septic systems for wastewater treatment and 
private wells regulated through the local Board of Health for their water supply. The majority of the region’s 
residents rely on local public water suppliers; and only a few are served by the Massachusetts Water Resources 
Authority (MWRA).” 
 
Following a stakeholder engagement process during the Fall of 2025, the Board of Directors of the 
495/MetroWest Partnership voted to adopt the following as our official Vision and Priorities statement on 
the subject of Water Resources at its meeting of December 3rd, 2025.  
 
Our Vision for Water Resources in 495/MetroWest 
 
The Vision Statement of the 495/MetroWest Partnership is that is that “the 495/MetroWest region will enjoy 
sustainable economic growth, well-stewarded natural and built resources, and diverse transportation and 
housing choices. Together, these assets make our region a desirable place for all to live and work.” 
Regarding water resources, the 495/MetroWest Partnership: 
 

 Advocates for thoughtful utilization and stewardship of water resources and reducing our 
vulnerability and contribution to climate change; these principles are critical to the health of the 
public and the economy.  
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 Supports collaboration among watershed associations, municipal organizations, and other 
environmental organizations to support regional efforts and cooperation among municipalities; we 
aim to work across disciplines to find solutions that account for the interrelation between the built 
and the natural environment, and mitigate the impact of built resources on natural resources 
 

 Encourages low-impact development and continuously improved stormwater management and 
groundwater recharge. 
 

 Recognizes that water infrastructure needs in Massachusetts – including drinking water, wastewater, 
and stormwater – are significantly underfunded, as noted most prominently in the 2012 Water 
Infrastructure Finance Commission (WIFC) report, and in updated figures prepared by the EPA since.  
 

 Recognizes that while the Commonwealth has set a necessary and ambitious goal regarding the 
production of new housing units statewide, the state must strive to properly resource municipalities 
to accommodate this growth. Water and sewer infrastructure upgrades and improvements, in 
particular, will be necessary to achieve additional housing production at the scale intended.  

 
 Encourages new development and community planning activities to strive for climate resiliency, 

particularly in the context of flooding and heat. 
 
Our Water Resources Priorities 
 
The 495/MetroWest Partnership supports the following policy initiatives regarding water resources: 
 

 Advocating for increased state investment in the Clean Water Trust, which is an essential tool for 
municipalities and water districts to build or replace water infrastructure that enhances ground and 
surface water resources, ensures the safety of drinking water, protects public health, and develops 
resilient communities. The Clean Water Trust is a loan program; the Partnership also supports 
expanded grant programming to fund infrastructure construction and repairs. 
 

 Advocating for sufficient funding for the Municipal Vulnerability Preparedness grant program 
(MVP), which provides support for cities and towns to plan for climate change resiliency and 
implement priority projects. 

 
 Support the #InvestInWaterMA initiative, which aims to see water, sewer, and wastewater 

infrastructure prioritized for new infrastructure funding by calling attention to often-unseen water 
infrastructure needs.  
 

 Support for ongoing treatment/mitigation of PFAS, emerging contaminants, and lead pipe 
challenges, which should not come at the expense of regular infrastructure investment in water and 
sewer system maintenance. 
 

 Continued, regular convening of the Water Infrastructure Advisory Committee to ensure that there 
is a vehicle to focus attention on the critical need for investment in water infrastructure. This 
committee should, among its other business, regularly review or receive information on the state 
of PFAS remediation in the Commonwealth and its impact on financial support of water and sewer 
systems. 
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 Legislation to create formula-based funding through bonding to support cities and towns in 

conducting regular maintenance and improvements to water and sewer infrastructure, such as the 
approach taken by House Bill 852 in the 2023-2024 Legislative session An Act Relative to Municipal 
Assistance for Clean Water and Economic Development Infrastructure. Predicable, formula-based 
funding supporting all municipalities is needed alongside competitive funding opportunities. 

 
 Increased investment in water and sewer infrastructure to support housing growth; those 

investments should consider regional equity. Specifically, supporting continued investment in the 
state’s HousingWorks Infrastructure Program, a grant program available to municipalities and other 
public entities for a variety of infrastructure related activities to support housing development. It is 
essential that the Commonwealth support cities and towns in upgrading infrastructure to support 
increased housing capacity.  

 
 State investment and regulatory action, as needed, to support innovative water re-use solutions, in 

addition to technical assistance to communities in developing local water reuse practices.  
 

 Specific supports to cities and towns without sewer or with severely constrained sewer capacity; 
rezoning alone will not create additional housing units in municipalities without adequate sewer. 
Title 5 septic regulations should be reviewed, and adjustments should be considered to support 
additional housing capacity with appropriate protections for health and the environment.   
 

 Permitting requirements from the state and federal governments related to water should include 
clear and reasonable timeframes for impacted property owners, thorough public communication 
with impacted stakeholders presented in lay terms, and funding opportunities where available to 
support compliance efforts.  
 

 Encourage cities and towns, and the Commonwealth, to prepare for statistical 100-year frequency 
storms to prevent flooding; the Commonwealth should make technical and financial assistance to 
municipalities and stormwater utilities available for this purpose.  
 

 The 495/MetroWest Partnership encourages our federal Congressional delegation to support 
continued investment in water/wastewater infrastructure through a reauthorization of the 
Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL)/Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA) funding. 

 
The 495/MetroWest Partnership will advocate to partners in government at the state and federal level to 
adopt laws and regulations consistent with the approaches outlined above, and encourages our cities and 
towns to be proactive participants in carrying out these aims.  


